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ITALIAN NEvVSPAPER. 
We hare been mucta gratified by receiving serera) numbers of a 
religti>u9 periodical, " La Ruona N-'velia," pub'li^hed weekly, at 
Turin, tn which a Tery ctirdial notice is taken of our journal, and 
some ot our articles given, nearly in full in the Italian lauijuagr. Wf 
cortlially respond to the kind and flattering sentiments of our esteemed 
feljnw-labourer in the cause of irutli and religious freedom, and re- 
joice at the improving prospects of liberty and rflisjious knowledge in 
the inleresling country which forms the field ut' his labuur:^. We hnpe 
we shall cunilnue to be favoured with a copy of his raluable journal. 

AMERICAN PRESS. 
We bare also been fav-mred with a number of "The Irish Evan- 
gelist," d«>voted to the spiritual soodof Irish t-migrants, and published 
at New York, which appears to be condu- ted wuh much ability, by 
Mr. John Hurley, editor and proprh-ior. We have directed Mr. 
Hurley to be supplied regularly wiih "The Catholic Layman," aad 
hope lo be favoured in retur.i 'with a copy of "The Irish Evange- 
list," and. if possible, from the commencement. 



TO COUKESPONDENTS. 



AH letters to be addresied to the Editor/3, Upper Sackville-street. 

No anonymous le/ler van he attended to. Whatevf.r i$ sent for 
insertion must he authenticated by the name and address <tf the 
writer, not necesmrily for publication, but ag a guarantee for his 
good faith. 

Subscriptions are earnestly solicited, which our friends will oh- 
Mcrve are payable in advance. The amount may be forwarded eilher 
in postage stamps or a posi-qffiee order, payable to Mr. Wm. Cu rry. 
Upper Sackville-sireet, Dublin, 

Contributors of £1 per annum will be furnished with six copies. 
Any of which will he foruarded, as directed, to nominees of the 
subscriber. Any one receiviu-j any number of the journal which 
has not been paid for or ordered by himself, will not be churyedfor 
it, and may assume that it has been paid for by a subucnher. 
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DDBLIN, MARCH, 1852. 

Thb influence which the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ has had upon the social and political wel- 
fare of mankind, is one of the greatest of its 
worldly achievements. It found the world in a 
fearful position ; most nations known to history 
had been conquered by the lioman arms, and 
were governed by Roman officers, who purchased 
the office, to make wliat they could by plunder 
and extortion. 'I'he Roman Empire itself, the 
mistress of the world, celebrated as it had been 
for its institutions, its civilization, its greatness, 
was then a vast tyranny, in which the life, the 
liberty, the property of every individual was at the 
mercy of one man. And Roman civilization did 
not hinder, but did actually promote the most 
flagrant public crimes. The killing of infants by 
their own parents, to avoid the expense of rearing 
them, was a usual and a legal practice. The 
favourite amusement of the most refined of the 
Roman ladies was to behold numbers of men 
fight and kill each other in the public theatres. 
If but few were killed, the spectators complained 
of the bad sport. The immoralities of private 
life, and the disregard ot the marriage union, 
were too bad to be stated. Such was the civili- 
zation of the most civilized part of the world, 
without the Gospel. 

From the day that the Gospel of Christ found 
a footing "in Caesar's household," it warred against 
these scandalous crimes, and did so with success. 
All Christians were required to renounce the 
deeds of their heathen ignorance ; and their ex- 
ample compelled the very heathens to forsake 
those acts. 

This was the first great social triumph of the 
Gospel. 

When the Christian empire of Rome was de- 
stroyed by heathen barbarians, and all civilization 
and learning seemed about to perish in the world, 
the Gospel of Christ again put forth its power, 
and saved all that was worth saving in the wreck. 
That Gospel broughl the barbarian conquerors, 
in their hour of savage triumph, to learn from the 
conquered whatever was worth learning ; and thus 
was civilization preserved, and by the same Divine 
power was it improved, in the kingdoms of mo- 
dern Europe. 

If the poorest, weakest, and most degraded 



state of Christendom is now infinitely superior 
in public morals to all civilized Btates of the an- 
cient heathen world, it is to the Gospel of Christ 
that it is owing. If any doubt it, let him look at 
the heathen world of the present day ; look at the 
nations of India, and read of Juggernaut, of the 
burning of their widows, and the enormity of 
their political cruelties. The heathen world, at 
this day, affords no single instance of rational po- 
litical liberty, or of a social condition that Chris- 
tians could think tolerable. 

And the Gospel has not yet ceased its triumphs. 
In our own day it has gone far to abolish slavery, 
and to destroy the slave trade — that greatest and 
most crying iniquity of which mankind has been 
guilty. 

Who, that looks on even this brief sketch, can 
fail to hope that the Gospel of Christ will yet do 
still greater things for the social and political 
welfare of mankind? And the Scriptures of God 
confirm and authorize this hope. The Scripture 
tells us, that when " The knowledge of the Lord 
shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea," 
that then " The lion shall lie down with the lamb" 
— that violence and oppression shall cease — 
" Neither shall the nations learn war any more." 

In proportion as the pure Gospel of Christ is 
fitted and intended thus to promote the happiness 
and welfare of mankind, so are all perversions and 
corruptions of that Gospel calculated to perpe- 
tuate and to increase the mise-ies of mankind. 

It is, therefore, a subject of deep and absorbing 
interest to consider how the various forms in 
which the Gospel has been presented to us, have 
acted on the welfare of nations and of men. Li- 
berty is the thing most essential to the progress 
and prosperity of mankind — slavery the most fatal 
to all improvement. The Gospel, therefore, tends 
to liberty, political as well as spiritual. 

Look now at Europe, and see what a spectacle 
we behold ! Among the great powers of Europe, 
England alone retains her liberties ! Look at 
France ! Four years ago we saw her, as a free 
REPUBLIC, boasting as her motto, " Liberty, fra- 
ternity, equality I" Now we see her groaning 
under an absolute tyranny — martial law and the 
state of seige ! Constitutional government and 
the liberty of the press — that best guardian of all 
other liberty — wholly overthrown ! 

Look at Austria, and we see a similar picture ! 
Look at Hungary, at the feet of her lord ! See 
absolutism ascendant in Prussia — all hope of Ita- 
lian liberty seemingly extinct — whatever Spain 
had yet attained of constitutional liberty vanish- 
ing away — the small States yet nominally free, 
such as Belgium and Switzerland, now threat- 
ened with the extinction of liberty, and perhaps 
of existence. 

Such is the mournful spectacle which Europe 
now presents to us. What freeman can but mourn 
over it ? 

One bright spot yet exists, and long may it 
continue ! The empire to which we belong yet 
stands up before the world as a nation of free- 
men, the last stronghold of liberty in Europe. 
However little some Irishmen may love England, 
they cannot but admire and be proud of her in 
this. Like the old English warrior when he told 
on the battle-field of the flight or death of all 
his comrades whom he loved, and bore testimony 
to the one whom he hated — 

" That misbegotten devil, Falconbridge, 
Alone, in spite of spue, holds out the day." 

And what part has the Gospel of Christ, in 
that form in which it is chiefly presented to 
Europe, taken in all this ruin of her liberties ? 
Alas, the Papacy and the Court of Rome is 
banded throughout Europe with every form of 
absolute and tyrannical power, for the destruction 
of every vestige of constituti'>nal liberty. 

Who has extinguished libjrty in Kome ? Wh ■ 
has consigned the noriherii provinces of Italy |.. 
the iroa rule of Austria? Who has taken ad- 



vantage of the times to establish a law in Spain 
that no man shall dare to worship God there 
except after the fashion of Rome ? Who has 
ordered thanksgivings to be offered up in the 
churches of France, for the destruction of the 
liberties of France ? Who is now the steadfast 
friend and supporter of every despot In Europe? 
All this, the Court and Pope of Kome have done. 
These things cannot last, for the spirit of liberty 
is strong, and is growing stronger in Europe ; 
but for the present all this is done, and it is done 
with the sanction, and by the help of the heads of 
the Roman Church. 

Let not our Roman Catholic fellow-country- 
men hastily condemn us for bringing before them 
facts at which we know they will blush. We 
respect and honour the blushes of freemen at the 
fall of liberty. It is this feeling of respect that 
has led us into this train of thought. We have 
marked that Irish Roman Catholics have no 
sympathy with the enemies of the liberty of 
Europe ; and it is with the single object of bring- 
ing out this striking fact that we pen this article. 
A little ultramontanist faction among Irish 
Roman Catholics, with Dr. Cullen at their head, 
may bid God-speed to all this; but no party of 
the Irish people have done so. In such matters 
the voice of the public press is the evidence of 
the feeling of the people ; and we look with 
pleasure on the general tone of the Roman 
Catholic press in Ireland on this subject. With 
the exception of one or two organs of a foreign 
policy, the Irish press have not rejoiced at the 
downfall of liberty, or at the political part which 
the Roman Church is now acting in Europe. We 
trust we may extend this praise to a large ma- 
jority of the Irish Roman Catholic priests, A 
few foreign priests alone in Ireland — the imme- 
diate emissaries and agents of Home — will stand 
forth in the defence of her present betrayal of the 
dearest rights and liberties of men. 

What Irishman would willingly submit to 
what France now submits to, and what the Pope 
now orders her to thank God for ? Would any 
Irishman tolerate that the newspaper which he 
reads, which expresses his opinions and feelings, 
should be ordered, by a law of the British Govern- 
ment, to print nothing but what had first been 
submitted to the government, and approved by 
them ? Would he tolerate that the editor of any 
newspaper, transgressing this rule, should be 
brought before a government magistrate of police 
(not before a jury of his country), and punished 
as that police magistrate should think fit ? This 
is now the law of France and of all the great 
powers of the Continent of Europe. No voice can 
there be heard, except what the rulers please. 
Would Irish Roman Catholics thank God for 
this ? Yet, the heads of the Roman Church in 
France order Frenchmen to do so I Was there 
ever such a mockery of thanksgiving to God ? 
Irishmen would not bear this for themselves ; and 
they cannot, and do not approve of its being im- 
posed upon others. We bring these facts before 
them as a solemn warning how they allow them- 
selves to be guided in their own political conduct, 
or in the exercise of their political privileges, 
by the power that has aided in overthrowing 
the liberties of Europe, and which is now allied 
with every absolute power to prevent the revival 
of LIBERTY. 

What Irishman's heart does not respond to 
that word? Who would not bid it God-speed 
throughout the world ? We conclude with one 
more illustration from France — a law has gone 
forth in that unfortunate country, that wherever 
the name of " Liberty" is found inscribed on any 
public building, it should be erased ! and work- 
men have been employed to fulfil this law ! Let 
us take warning by the fall of others ; let us hold' 
last to the lib' ity which w ■ |)"«^ess. Ami let us not 
" ■.;! ct, a ov. ..I i .: . , ' • 



